260     (MYO'AY .l\D  EARLY JUSTUtiY OF  THE  SEKHS.
came to Belgrade, where Nemanja met him, and the
two monarchs held numerous friendly conversations.
Tired of the world and satiated with his conquests,
Nemanja resolved to devote the evening of his days
to the exercises of religion.    In  1195 he abdicated in
favour of his eldest son, who, like all the Servian kings,
bore the name of Stephen, which, from its literal mean-
ing of a u crown/1 had come to mean u the man who
is  crowned/'     This  done,  Nemanja  retired  to the
monastery of Chilander, which  he  had founded on
Mount Athos.    He died five years later under the
name of Simeon, which he had adopted when he
became a monk.    His youngest son, who had already
retired to a cloister on the Holy Mount, is known as
the first Archbishop of Servia, and was canonised as
St. Sava.    He played a very important part in the
history of his time and exercised a great influence
upon the Servian people.    It was owing to his efforts
that the Greek patriarch of Constantinople allowed
the Serbs to elect an  archbishop  from  among the
members of their own priesthood, and he cast a halo
over the Servian crown which made the nation respect
it as they had never respected it before.  Sava crowned
his eldest brother Stephen with his own hands in the
midst of a great assembly, and cried aloud, u Long
live the first-crowned  king and  autocrat of Servia,
Stephen/'     And all the people cried t£ Amen/1 and
repeated the Creed after the fashion of the Eastern
Church.    From that moment Stephen Uros bore the
title of " the first-crowned," for he was the first of his
race who was solemnly anointed king.     From that
moment, too, the supremacy of the Eastern Church

